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sisters, you do not need to 
have anything written to 
you. For you yourselves 
know very well that the day 
of the Lord will come like a 
thief in the night” (First 
Letter of Saint Paul to the 

o one can be saved Nalone. Combatting 
Covid-19 together, 

embarking together on 
paths of peace
“Now concerning the times 
and the seasons, brothers and 

Thessalonians ,  5 :1-2) .
1. With these words, the 
Apostle Paul encouraged the 
Thessalonian community to 
remain steadfast, their hearts 
and feet firmly planted and 
their gaze fixed on the world... 

Cont’d on page 10 

Pope Francis

 Hope Is Not,  and Will Never Be In Recession - Anagbe 
athol ic  Bishop of  Makurdi CDiocese Wilfred Anagbe in far 
away United States unites with the 

Christian community and the world in 
commemorating the birth of Christ 
through a message given from New York.  
“Christmas arrives with new hopes amidst 

many challenges of our times. We celebrate 
the birthday of the King of Peace amid 
enduring armed Fulani terrorists, bandits, 
kidnappers, unknown gun-men in different 
parts of our country Nigeria and in different 
parts of the world with the failures of 
government to do the needful for her 

citizens. It is heartrending to think of 
millions of people in such situations living 
in anguish, hunger, fear of being attacked 
and killed and being exposed in the cold 
d u r i n g  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s .  I n  s u c h 
circumstances, even women and men of 
goodwill tend to fall into pessimism and ... 
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he customary gaiety and pomp that attends TChristmastide has, this year 2022, been 

subdued; the usually horned taste buds that 

await and welcome Christmas and New Year's cuisines 

have been dulled by ominous visious of 2023.

2023 appears foreboding, assuming the character of a 

defining moment in the checkered history of Nigeria. 

And justly so: the assemblage of the posture of diehard 

never-say-die politicians, the acute sense of uncertainty, 

and general insecurity in the country have not helped 

this situation but rather paint a bleak picture of what to 

expect. Certainly, the 2023 general election will either 

make or break Nigeria. Over the last twelve months, 

Nigeria has groaned under the weight of the combined 

onslaught of Boko Haram insurgency, “Bandits”. 

“Unknown gunmen”, and Fulani Herdsmen militia, 

which unholy grip has continued to wreak untold havoc 

in terms of destruction of lives and property, and mass 

displacement of people.

Nigeria, especially the Middle-Belt region is still 

battling with the crisis of internally displaced persons, 

camps for whom have become a permanent feature of 

the Benue landscape.

The Open Grazing Prohibition and Ranches 

Establishment Law of Benue State marked five years 

this November, but its score-card remains essentially 

blank, if not bloody. The trail of blood continues to wind 

through the Benue Valley, and in the face of unremitting  

violence from armed Fulani herdsmen militia, this law 

and the mechanisms of the state's own security outfits – 

the Benue State Community Volunteer Guards and 

Livestock Guards – have proved inadequate to contain 

the Fulani threat, but have remained, at best, a narrow 

foot-bridge without a guardrail over the ravine slowly 

filling up with the blood and tears of the people.

Then there was the industrial action by Academic Staff 

Union of Universities (ASUU) and her sister-

organization, the Non-Academic Staff Union (NASU). 

An  unfazed Federal Government watched on as the 

future of the nation was trampled into the dust of party 

politics. The universities faculties and staff had clearly 

articulated their demands, chief among which was the 

issue of unpaid earned allowances. It was in the midst of 

government protestations of lack of funds that the 

Accountant General of the Federation single-handedly 

took to himself 80 billion Naira of public funds, a mere 

fraction of which would have conviently settled the 

ASUU-F.G. standoff!This was riding on the back of an 

administration headed by MuhammaduBuhari whose 

antecedent as an anti-corruption crusader had won for 

him the hearts of many. It has been voiced that there 

have been more acts of corruption under his eight-year 

leadership than in all the years of civilian rule in Nigeria 

combined, including those of the Shagari 

administration that he had overthrown to pave way for 

his first stint in government.

Willingly or unwillingly, the sudden change of Nigeria's 

currency has recorded one major area of success: it 

exposed the hypocricy of the nation's breed of 

politicians, who were bleeding the country and naively 

enhancing the devaluation of her currency. Within days 

of the Central Bank's announcement, caches of money 

began to surface on the market, even mint from ten 

years. There were “discoveries” of moth-eaten and 

rotting bank notes too long stored in unlikely places 

across the country.

Another prime lesson is being taught Earth's inhabitants 

by the weather. Historic heat waves in temperate and 

Polar regions of the world, unprecedented floods, and 

other extreme weather events are a grim reminder of the 

fragility of mother Earth and the delicateness of her eco-

balance. The United Nations' conferences on climate 

change trudge on against much political and diplomatic 

hesitancy. Now, we know that climate change is not the 

sound of distant drumbeat, nor is it the whispering of the 

wind. It is indeed the rumble of thunder heralding our 

collective suicide as a species, in the words of the UN 

Secretary-General.

 From Ukraine has come another lesson, and this is that 

what is sauce for the goose is NOT always sauce for the 

gander. The UN has so far been unable to summon up 

courage to address the war beyond mere diplomatic 

rhetoric. We have UN peace-keeping contingents in all 

conflict points on the Africa continent. One would 

expect the same in Europe, but this is not the case.

Europe, tied to the gas-strings of the Kremlin, has glibly 

and conveniently sacrificed Kiev for gas, leaving 

Ukraine to the whims of Putin, and keeps piling up 

impracticable “sanctions” on the Kremlin. Fellow 

European countries are content to watch on the sidelines 

and offer palliatives as Putin is grinding Ukraine into 

the dust.

As we journey into 2023, we will do well to remember 

that omelettes are not made without breaking eggs. In 

our odyssey to democratic maturation as a nation,we 

must have to mark our advance with the skeletons of 

primordial inclinations, primitive capital accumulation, 

and parochial sentiments. We will have to bury our 

inordinate quest for power.
The timely words of the Holy Father, Francis must make 
meaning in our lives as individuals, as groups, and as 

nations; “How many wars have we seen!And in how 
many places are human dignity and freedom treated with 
contempt!” 

As we step into 2023, we must not allow men and 

women in our world, in their hunger for wealth and 

power, to consume our neighbors, brothers and sisters.

In Pope Francis' traditional Christmas Day message, the 

pontiff, this year, underscores how the birth of Jesus 

shows us the way to peace in our lives: relinquishing our 

penchant for unbridled consumerism, reckess and 

irresponsible use of the environment, and that craving 

for wealth and power in the quest for which we are ready 

to consume even our brothers and sisters.

For us Nigerians, 2023 means voting right and not 

giving in to the machinations of the desperate agenda of 

Islam which has narrowed the goal posts of the 

presidential race.
We cannot afford another 8 years of mediocrity 
savagery and violence. This is our resolve.
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he Holy Father has erected a Tnew Diocese of Wukari and 
appo in ted  Fa ther  Mark  

Maigida Nzukwein, as the first Bishop 
of the Diocese.

Father Nzukwein is a priest of 
Jalingo Diocese and currently the 
Rector of St. Augustine Major 
Seminary, Jos.
Wukari Diocese is carved out of 
Jalingo Diocese and becomes a 

suffragan of the Metropolitan See of 
Jos. 
Born on July 15, 1969 in Jenuwa 
Nyifiye and ordained a Catholic Priest 
for Jalingo Diocese in July 15, 1995. 

Msgr. Nzukwein studied philosophy 
at the St. Thomas Aquinas' Major 
Seminary in Makurdi from 1987 to 
1990 and theology at St. Augustine's 
Major Seminary in Jos from 1991 to 
1995.
Besides serving as a Rector of the 
Major Seminary, Msgr. Nzukwein has 
held many offices in the Church 
including being Rector of Sacred 
Heart Minor Seminary and Vicar 
General of Jalingo Diocese.
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Over the world, during the 
season of Advent, Christmas 
carols becomes the main 

event in most places. In Makurdi 

Diocese the Holy Childhood 
Association HCA also held hers to 
celebrate the season. The event started 
with the Holy Mass which was 
presided by his lordship, Wilfred 

Ch ikpa  Anagbe ,  CMF,  ab ly  
represented by Father Moses Iorapuu, 
the Vicar General Pastoral Makurdi of 
the Diocese and accompanied by the 
PMS Director,  Father Shima 

Benjamin Ukpanya, VC. The Vicar 
General conveyed the message of the 
Bishop to the children as he said they 
are the future of the church, with the 
kind of activities carried out by the 
HCA, many of the children would be 
great asset to the church and above all 
he was very impressed with the choir. 
Father Christmas was also seen sharing 
gifts to the children.
This took place on December 10, 2022.

He charged the priests to organise 
retreats for their parishioners and pay 
greater attention to prayers and not 
hold crusades.
Onaga who was celebrating his 55th 
alma mater warned priests against 
forming prayer groups, but to take 
their members to approved prayer 
places like Ugwu Dì Nso, monastery 
and others.
“Do not adopt the Pentecostal 
approach of service, and be careful in 

forming prayer groups,'' he charged.
He admonished the newly-ordained 
priests to seek spiritual holiness and 
avoid being dragged into secular 
affairs.
Earlier, the rector of the seminary, Rev. 
Fr. Stanislaus Onodugo said the 
seminary was the brain-child of 
Bishop of Enugu, His Lordship 
Godfrey Okoye of blessed memory, in 
1972.
He stated that since 1972, priests and 

lay persons that went through the 
seminary had graduated into reputable 
personalities.
“Today, the seminary can boast of at 
least one bishop who was among the 
second set to study in this seminary, 
and that is Bishop Onaga.” He 
explained
“We are also celebrating the grand 
finale of our golden jubilee which 
started since June, 27, and today, our 
dear bishop raised 26 deacons to the 
Order of Priesthood and we are happy 
that such event is happening in our 
time,'' Onodugo said.
The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
reported that Bishop Onaga was 
among the second set of students to be 
admitted into the seminary in 1973. 
This event was on December 17, 2022.

he Catholic Bishop of Enugu TDiocese ,  His  Lordsh ip ,  
Callistus Onaga on Saturday 

banned priests from conducting 
crusades in their parishes.
Bishop Onaga announced the ban in 
his homily at the ordination of 26 
priests and the celebration of 50 years 
anniversary of the Sacred Heart 
Seminary, Nsude (Junior Seminary) in 
Enugu.

Catholic bishop bans priests 
from conducting crusades
Source Vanguard

HCA Christmas Carol and Nine Lesson
...Unto us a child is born
By Emmanuel Ogbu

Pope Francis Erects Wukari 
Diocese With New Bishop
By Padre Mike NsikakUmoh, CSN

New Bishop for 
Warri Diocese

h e  H o l y  F a t h e r  h a s  

Ta p p o i n t e d   A n t h o n y  

Ovayero Ewherido, Rector 

of Saints Peter and Paul Inter-

Diocesan Major Seminary in Ibadan, 

as Bishop of the Diocese of Warri, 

Nigeria.

H.E. Bishop Anthony Ovayero 

Ewherido was born on Oct. 8,1960, 

in Eghwu, in the Diocese of Warri. 

After attending the Minor Seminary 

in Effurun, he completed his 

philosophical and theological 

studies at Saints Peter and Paul's 

Major Seminary in Ibadan. Later, at 

St. John's University and Fordham 

University in New York, he earned a 

Doctorate in Biblical Studies. Later, 

he also obtained a Diploma from the 

Pontifical Athenaeum Regina 

Apostolorum in Rome.

He was ordained a priest on October 

18, 1986, incardinated in the Diocese 

of Warri.

By Emmanuel Alagh

Father Moses Iorapuu representing Bishop Wilfred, Father Shima Ukpanya & HCA members Sr Co-ordinator and HCA members 
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Christmas 2022 Message from 
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah 

1: Christmas is here. Let us all rejoice and 

be glad. Christmas is not just a date on our 
calendar. Christmas defies a calendar or 
dates. Christmas is our life. Christmas is 
ever present with us. After all, the one 
whom we celebrate is called, Emmanuel, 
God-with-us. Christmas is a celebration. In 
our daily lives, despite the hardships and 
disappointments, the threats and the 
insecurity, the failure of our government 
and the ongoing corruption, we celebrate in 
faith and joy because we know that God is 
with us. 
2: We pause and think about Mary, our 
blessed Mother. We consider the 
circumstances around her at that time. With 
no notification, an Angel appeared before 
her, and gave her the kind of news that 
really did not make sense.  She was 
understandably deeply troubled by this 
message and in response, when she 
recovers her composure, she said: How can 
this be since I have known no man? The 
Angel tells her that the Holy spirit will 
descend upon her but she does not know 
how. Yet, she makes a total submission, 
places her fears, doubt, uncertainty, before 
the feet of the Angel and said: I am the 
handmaid of the Lord, let it be done as you 
have said. Like Mary, we in Nigeria today 
are reminded to remain steadfast in our 
faith, despite our fears, and like her we sing 
those timeless words of the Magnificat: My 
soul magnifies the Lord. God has done 
great things for us. God's mercy rests with 
those who fear Him. God hates pride so he 

scatters all those who are proud of heart. 
God casts down the mighty from their 
thrones while raising up those who are 
lowly. God is merciful and hates pride. 

3: In Nigeria today we bear scars, we bear 
trauma, we bear deep sorrow today. Our 
children are still in the forests, in the hands 
of evil men. But most of them have no 
names. They are only numbers. Still, let us 
not give up. Let us not be afraid. Let us, like 
our mother, meditate over all these things 
and await the Lord's doing. Be vigilant. 
This is the last Christmas for this present 
government's administration. Let us all do 
our duty as we have a chance to choose new 
leaders. Do not be cynical. God is not done 
with us. Choose leaders who, in your view 
will love us, will care for us, will cry with 
us, will laugh with us. Look ahead and do 
not look back. 
4: Mary magnified God in many exemplary 
ways. By saying Yes, she placed an 
absolute irrevocable trust in God to perfect 
what she did not understand. She treasured 
all of this in her heart (Lk. 2: 19). What are 
the lessons that we take away from here, 
and what lessons might our leaders and all 
Nigerians take? The first lesson is that 
everything God gives us is a free gift. 
Receiving freely means we cannot turn it 
into an object of self-glorification. We are 
empty vessels for without God, we can do 
nothing (Jn. 15: 5).  Christmas gives us an 
opportunity to magnify the Lord because it 
marks the beginning of the mission of Jesus 
into the world. The mission begins with the 
message of peace to all men and women of 
good will (Lk. 2:14).  

5: The world, including our country, is 
under God's gaze. Yes, it is difficult to be 
calm in a tumultuous environment like 
ours. We are in a society where the roads 
are so crooked no one knows the road to the 
market of honesty. We are in a world of 
falsehood where everyone is looking for a 
godfather. But we do not fear because the 
Lord is with us (Ps. 41:10). Our names are 
written on the palm of God's hand (Is 
49:16). Let us never forget that our God is a 
provider. Like our Mother Mary, God 
wants us to surrender our hearts so that we 
can effectively magnify His greatness to 
the world through our weak lungs and 
through our free and democratic actions 
and commitment. 
6: Although the responses to my Messages 
suggest that, generally, Nigerians listen to 
our voices in the wilderness. However, the 
deliberate culture of pauperization and 
destitution of our people continues. So,  we 
need a change of strategy so that we can 
turn a new page. We need a new strategy to 
confront those who sit on the throne of 
power in arrogance and are determined to 
reduce our country to a jungle. We need a 
new strategy that separates men and 
women of honour from those who have 
chosen dishonour. We need a new strategy 
that provides a clearer moral guide for 
ordinary citizens who, based on the moral 
strength of culture and religion, are seeking 
to build a good society, even if with straws. 
We need to stand up and stand firm. We 
need new mechanisms for saying no to the 
violence of governance. 
7: A caste system has emerged in our 
country. It has consolidated its hold and 
blunted the cutting edge of all institutions. 
A majority of its children are swimming 

against the tide for survival with no support 
while the other caste smiles in the comfort 
of their life jackets. How did caste emerge 
in our country? In her ground breaking 
book, the American writer, Isabel 
Wilkerson, puts it so succinctly when she 
said: The hierarchy of caste is not about 
feelings or morality. It is about power, 
which groups have it and which groups do 
not. Black Americans responded to caste 
by founding, Black Lives Matter 
movement. We need to rally together to 
destroy those who have institutionalised a 
caste system in our societies because every 
life matters. 
8: Unable to diagnose the causes of the 
dimunisation and the ruination of their 
identities, Nigerians have come to a 
conclusion: something must be wrong with 
us as a people. It is as if Dante Alighieri had 
Nigeria in mind when he warned in his 
timeless Poem, The Inferno, Abandon hope 
all who enter here! We keep asking 
questions in Seminars, Conferences and 
Committees as to why we are unable to 
progress, but nothing ever happens. Why 
has progress eluded us? Who would have 
imagined, after listening to the Campaign 
speeches ahead of the 2015 elections, the 
new President's inaugural speech, that we 
will be so worse off than we were? Yet, it 
could get even worse if we do not pause and 
pause very seriously.
9: In my Easter Message last year (April 4, 
2021), titled, Before Our Glory Departs, I 
drew attention to the urgent need for us to 
reclaim our glory because it was slipping 
away from our hands. Before our eyes, the 
notion of patriotism was becoming alien in 
the minds of our young people. Before our 
eyes, the capital letters that spelt Nigeria 
are falling to the pressures and irruptive 
forces of  pr imal  ethno-rel igious 
nationalisms. Before our eyes, a dubious 
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President Buhari

President Obasanjo 

 continued on page 6
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BISHOP ANAGBE AND FJDP PRESENT 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO IDPs

Dean of Udei Father James Bature IDP Children Vicar General Father Moses Iorapuu & 
Superior General Father T. Hwande, VC

Priests & Some FJDP Staff  FJDP Staff Fathers James Bature & Remy Ihyula 
FJDP Co-ordinator & the kids

FJDP Staff and Co-ordinator Father Remy Bishop’s Rep. V.G Father Moses Iorapuu Health Co-ordinator, Father Paleve

Father Remy and some of the IDP children Hon. Sese Feese SEMA Staff

Fathers Remy, Moses, Theophilus and Paleve Presentation of a Cow Relief Materials

Priests and IDP children FJDP Staff and Priests Bishop’s Rep and FJDP Staff
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jihadist culture has held our nation to 
ransom with the government simply 
looking away. 
10: I have listened as the President's Friday 

men, wearing their laurels won from 
chasing shadows, have accused me of 
attacking the President, or not being a 
patriot. Some even went to the length of 
accusing me of being against Islam or the 
north. The important thing is that none of 
my critics has quarreled with my facts. If 
they accuse me of stating inconvenient 
facts/truths, then, they can at least give the 
facts their interpretations. For example, 
who will quarrel with the fact that our glory 
has departed as a country? Where is our 
voice respected today even within the 
African continent which looks up to us for 
leadership? Unless we count lining up 
behind others for handshakes across 
Europe and America as achievements, we 
will be remiss not to worry about our 
declining global influence. Is being the 
poverty capital of the world and one of the 
most violent states in the world an 
achievement? And our suffocating internal 
and international debts? And you do not 
think our glory has departed?
11: Clearly, in almost every department 
and with all indicators, our nation has 
become a tale of two cities. We have wars 
between the rich and the poor, men and 
women, across generations, along party 
lines, social classes, religion, ethnicity and 
so on. The centre has given up in almost 
every department. Fixing our country and 
getting it back requires courage, honesty, 
truth, humility, trust and firm commitment. 
Lies and blackmail are no substitute. 
12: In the light of this, I wish to appeal to all 
Nigerians who have been given custody of 
our public trust and commonwealth to rise 

up to the duties for which they have been so 
handsomely rewarded. Those holding 
elective office must appreciate that they 
have not been entrusted with the keys of 

our commonwealth just so they can turn it 
into their private money machines. History 
will record them and their roles, how they 
used the great opportunity God gave them 
among millions of other citizens to witness 
to Him and to do good. I therefore, on 
behalf of myself and millions of my fellow 
country men, women, children, those 
enslaved by bandits, victims of forced 
marriages, forced conversions, make the 
following appeal:
13: To President MuhammaduBuhari, 
President and Commander in Chief. 
Mr. President Sir, a merry Christmas to you 
and your entire family. I speak for myself 
and Nigerians when I say, we thank God 
that He mercifully restored you to good 
health. We know that you are healthier now 
than you were before. We can see it in the 
spring in your steps, the thousands of miles 
you have continued to cover as you travel 
abroad. May God give you more years of 
good health. However, I also wish that 
millions of our citizens had a chance to 
enjoy just a fraction of your own health by 
a measurable improvement in the quality 
of health care in our country. It is sad that 
despite your lofty promises, you are 
leaving us far more vulnerable than when 
you came, that the corruption we thought 
would be fought has become a leviathan 
and sadly, a consequence of a government 
marked by nepotism. In my Christmas 
Message last year, I pointed out the fact 
that you had breached the Constitution by 
your failure to honour and adhere to the 
federal character provisions of our 
Constitution. The evidence is all before us 

all. 
14: I want to commend you however, for 
the efforts you have made in the area of 
infrastructure. There has been a 
measurable improvement in the landscape 
especially in the area of roads. I commend 
you for the efforts and honesty of seeking 
to end malfeasance in the electoral 
processes and your courageous support for 
the Independent National Electoral 
Commission, INEC. Am I to believe that 
you knew and could do nothing about the 
Muslim-Muslim ticket within your Party? 
Still, we pray for a free, fair and credible 
election. Since this is your last dance, I do 
wish you a merry Christmas. Next year, as 
your Bishop, I will endeavour to visit you 
in Daura to catch up on outstanding Tithes 
and other duties you owe your Diocese.
15: To all the Members of the political 
class, a happy Christmas. You are seeking 
power at a time that the nation is in severe 
distress. You must demonstrate that you 
grasp the length and breathe of the 
problems that our country faces. We have 
heard your promises, but we do know that 
promises before elections are sweet, but 
actions after elections are often bitter. I 
plead with you to co-operate and 
collaborate with institutions which are 
tasked with the responsibilities for these 
elections, INEC, the Security agencies, 
thee National Peace Committee, civil 
society organisations and the entire people 
of Nigeria. We are already overwhelmed 
by violence and our future hangs in a 
balance. Do not further fan the embers of 
hatred and divisions. Seek to create a 
vision that can unite our country. Learn the 
mistakes of the past especially in the areas 
of managing our diversity and designing 
and effective mechanism for power 
sharing. Nepotism is a cancer which has 

consumed us in the last few years. We have 
paid the price of nepotism entrusting 
power into the hands of mediocres who 
operate as a cult and see power purely as an 
extension of the family heirloom. 
16: To those who have returned from 
captivity and those still in bondage. 
For you, dear brothers and sisters, we thank 
God that you are alive having suffered for 
being in Nigeria. May God the restorer heal 
you wholly and grant you the spirit of 
forgiveness. He kept you alive for a 
purpose. Know that his plans can never be 
frustrated. May he save you from further 
danger and harm. Some of you escaped to 
freedom, others after heavy ransoms had 
been paid by families. May God rebuild 
your lives and grant rest to those who did 
not return. They did not die in vain. I wish 
you and your families a merry Christmas. 
17: To all who are still in captivity 
especially for their faith in Christ, whether 
you are reading this or not, you have been 
the standard bearers of our faith. Those 
who conceived the evil of your captivity 
and forced marriages and conversions will 
answer to the just judge. Even if you do not 
hear us, our prayers are with you always. In 
the end, the righteous will triumph. I wish 
you who are held against your will a merry 
Christmas. Please stay strong. 
18: Finally, to us religious leaders in 
Nigeria. In the last few years, we have seen 
a lot of effort in the area of interreligious 
dialogue. However, for dialogue to be 
meaningful, we need some firm and honest 
commitment. We need to see visible fruits 
of respect and we must also try to show this 
in practical terms. Amidst the growing 
concerns about the relationship between 
Christians and Muslims, the situation in 
Nigeria remains tied to political 
manipulation of the levers of power and 
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loss of confidence in the divine dignity of 
each person. But with the celebration of 
the  Vig i l  Mass  o f  today,24 th  
December,2022, we enter into the 
Christmas season. A season of new hopes 
amidst many challenges but with the firm 
conviction and belief that our God is ever 
faithful, a COVENANT-KEEPING 
GOD, and a PROMISE KEEPER. The 
promise made to Abraham our father was 
fulfilled in the birth of our Lord. The 
promise made to King David through 
prophet Nathan in 2sam.7:1-16, 
indicates that it has been fulfilled by the 
coming of Jesus from the lineage of 
David.  Zechariah prophetical ly 
announced or foretold through the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit that his son 
will be the one to prepare the way for the 
Messiah. Zechariah in his canticle 
narrated the promises God made through 
the mouth of his holy prophets from of 

old:  "Blessed be the lord, the God of 
Israel, for he has visited and brought 
redemption to his people.  He has raised 
up a horn for our salvation within the 
house of David his servant, even as he 
promised through the mouth of his holy 
prophets from of old: salvation from our 
enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us  ... to show mercy to our fathers 
and to be mindful of his holy covenant 
and of the oath he swore to Abraham our 
father, and to grant us that, rescued from 
the hands of our enemies we might 
worship him without fear, in holiness and 
righteousness all the days of our lives.  
And you, child, will be called prophet of 
the Most High, for you will go before the 
Lord to prepare his ways, to give his 
people knowledge of salvation through 
forgiveness of their sins... "
This prophecy of Zechariah was fulfilled 
by the birth of John the Baptist. In those 
days John the Baptist appeared, 

preaching in the desert of Judea saying: 
"Repent, for  the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand " Mat: 3:1-2, Lk. 3:3. 
Once again, we welcome Emmanuel, 
GOD-WITH-US, to come to wake us up 
from our slumber, help us discover our 
identity as children of God, and 
recognize all that is true and good around 
us. The promises of God that all his 
children will worship him in spirit and 
righteousness and without fear, will 
surely come to pass as He has promised. 
Though we are having challenges now, 
let us stand firm on the promises of God. 
Though trials and temptations and 
persecutions will come our way, our God 
is ever faithful. For those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, the 
light has come to shine for our people. 
Let us give them hope so that we become 
that light that shines forth in the dark 
valleys of our society.
HOPE IS NOT, AND WILL NEVER BE 

IN RECESSION. So let us give hope 
daily. And may the message of Christmas 
continue to guide our feet in the way of 
righteousness, peace, and love for our 
Lord and for others. AMEN
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR ! 

 Hope Is Not, And Will Never Be In Recession
 continued from front page

fraternity, the United Nations has now 
declared February 4, the World Friendship 
Day. 
 21: In 2005, I was part of a Vatican 
delegation to Qatar when that country 
opened up relations with the Vatican. We 
were presented with a plan for the building 
of a Catholic Church by the government. 
Genuine progress among religions is 
determined by the honesty of the religious 
and political leaders. When a religious or 
political leader openly stands with the 
Other in moment of violence or open 
discrimination, he sends out a signal of 
solidarity. Our festivals offer us 
opportunities to go beyond the perfunctory 
greetings to open personal visitations and 
worshipping together. But, when a leader 
prevaricates in the area of solidarity for 

fear of his people, he appeases and feeds 
the extremists and fanatics. 
22: Finally, we have a chance to renew our 
faith and hope in Nigeria. Let us seize it in 
the upcoming elections so that our nation 
can breathe again. Examine the leaders and 
assess their honesty. Do not be carried 
away by promises or even claims of past 
records. Even the best leader has to be 
engaged. We have not engaged this 
government out of malice. We have done 
so out of a sense of duty, to ensure that our 
glory does not depart.  Let us all sign on to 
participating fully and delivering free and 
peaceful elections as a foundation for a 
new dawn for our country. The world is 
waiting for Nigeria. The unborn are 
waiting for a new country. Go, brothers and 
sisters, go, magnify the Lord. Be happy 
because God is with us. Merry Christmas 
to you all.

favours by the political elite. We leaders 
need to demonstrate our honesty openly to 
our people by finding common lines of 
joint action among ourselves. Common 
projects such as exchange visits to our 
places of worship can inspire confidence. 
19: Over the years, Pope Francis has built 
on the tremendous work undertaken by his 
predecessors to increase the tempo of 
dialogue with Islam in concrete terms. For 
example, the Pope Francis has travelled to 
Abu Dhabi, the United Arab Emirates, 
Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, Morocco and 
Palestine. He has carried with him the 
message of peace, love, security, urgency 
of dialogue between the Abrahamic faiths. 
In his visits, we have seen the fruits of 
sincere dialogue and leadership. These 

visits are deepening trust and  pushing 
back the extremists in our midst. Let us 
take a few examples.
20: Today, Egypt's President, Abdel Fattah 
Al-Sisi has made unprecedented progress 
in creating religious harmony with 
Christians. In 2019, he built a massive 
Cathedral in Cairo known as the Cathedral 
of the Nativity for the Christian 
community. He has attended Masses with 
Pope Tawadros in Cairo. He has opened up 
Parliament to Christians and Women. On 
December 9, last year, the Cathedral of Our 
Lady of Arabia was opened in the United 
Arab Emirate. This has opened the way for 
the friendship and collaboration between 
Pope Francis and the Grand Mufti of Al 
Azhar University, Shaikh Ahmed Al 
Tayeb. As a result of their work on human 

Nigeria: let us turn a new page - Kukah
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Bishop Anagbe

The Chaplain Makurdi Diocesan 

English Choir, Father James Utav 

has charged choristers to keep up 

the tradition of Christmas Carols as it 

prepares our minds towards the coming of 

the Prince of Peace and will never to be 

extint.

He gave the charge at the Diocesan 

Christmas Carol of FiveLessons and songs 

with the theme: Come, Lord and Save Us.

The chaplain called on choristers to 

welcome the king of peace in their hearts 

and as such celebrate in a Christ-like 

manner.

The diocesan president, Mrs. Ukase Judith 

in a statement lauded the sacrifice made by 

choristers especially those who were 

students and working-class choristers who 

spared  time for rehearsals and had also 

availed themselves for the success of the 

Carol.

In a remark, the Music Director, Surv. 

JabianYabo called on choristers to 

celebrate Christ's birth using the right 

avenues, cting the Carol as a very good 

avenue as it is also a form prayer like their 

slogan which says “He who sings well, 

prays twice”.

He encouraged other youths to join carol 

groups around them as an idle mind is the 

devil's workshop, and urged them to sing to 

the Glory of God and the coming of the 

Prince of Peace.

The Parish Priest, St. Theresa's, High Level 

Father AzaJooli called on  Christians to let 

the light of Christ be made manifest in their 

lives. He wished all choristers a Merry 

Christmas and a Prosperous New Year's 

ahead.

The Diocesan Christmas Carol of Five 

Lessons and Songs was held at St. 

Theresa's Parish, High –Level, Makurdi on 
th

the 18  December 2022.

“The Tradition of Christmas Carols Can 
Never to be Extinct” – Father Utav
By Greg Aondona

I, Akaakohol Ikima Franca, hereby declare that my full name is Akaakohol 

Ikima Franca, and that the correct arrangement of my name is Akaakohol 

Ikima Franca and not Akaakohol Franca Ikima as wrongly arranged in my 

Bank Verification Number (BVN) profile; and that my correct date of birth is 
th rd

15 March, 1964 and NOT 3  September, 1964 as erroneously captured on my 

National Identity Card.

First Bank of Nigeria PLC, other relevant authorities, and the general public to 

note.

ADDITION AND RE-ARRANGEMENT OF NAME 
AND CORRECTION OF DATE OF BIRTH

Makurdi Diocesan English Choir
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 (L – R) Hon Commissioner of Lands, Bernard Unenge ushering their 
Excellencies, Governor Samuel Ortom of Benue and his Rivers State counterpart, 

Nyeson Wike for the inauguration of BENGIS Service Centre.

From L – R: Hon. Commissioner of Lands, Bernard Unenge Keenly 
listening to Governor Ortom in a discussion while 

Governor Wike and Benue State Deputy Governor Abounu Look on.

From L – R: Hon. Commissioner of Lands, Bernard Unenge, in a hearty 
discussion with the representative of the Tor Tiv, HRH Anageende, 

and the Och' Idoma HRM, John Elaigwu.

A cross section of 1st Class Traditional Rulers at the event Hon. Commissioner of Lands, Bernard Unenge presenting 
his address at the event

Commissioner of Lands, Bernard Unenge taking 
instructions from Governor Ortom

Roland Klaus, General Manager GIS Transport Ltd, 
the contractor of the project presenting his address

Governor Samuel Ortom delivering his Keynote 
Address at the event.

Governor Nyeson Wike, in a brief address prior to 
the inauguration of the BENGIS Service Centre

Governor Nyeson Wike, assisted by Governor Ortom, 
unveils the BENGIS Service Centre

Governor Nyeson Wike performing the inauguration 
of the BENGIS Service Centre

Commissioner Unenge, briefing Governors Ortom and 
Wike as well as other dignitaries on the Services of BENGIS.

Governors Wike and Ortom, the Och' Idoma, representative 
of the Tor Tiv and the project Manager, BENGIS, Mario Bajouk as well as 

other dignitaries taking a look at the Ortho photos of the entire state.
Benue State Commandant of the NSCDC Dr. Philip Okoh being 
introduced to some staff of BENGIS by Commissioner Unenge.

Chief of Staff to Governor Ortom, Dr. Tivlumun Nyitse, 
in the waiting lounge of BENGIS

A Cross section of dignitaries from the para-military 
and clergy at the event

Benue State Performing Troop of the Benue State Arts 
Council entertaining guests at the event.

Leaders of Social Cultural Groups in Benue, Mdzough U Tiv 
and Orminyi' Igede, at the event.

Pictorials at the inauguration of the 
Photos by Boniface Ella
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From L – R: Governors Nyeson Wike, Samuel Ortom as well as 
Senator Abba Moro and Commissioner Unenge, Observing opening ceremonies 

at the BENGIS Inauguration.

From L – R: Commissioner Unenge with HRH Chief James Okefe and 
the State Chief Judge, His Lordship, Justice Aondoaver Kakaan

From L – R: Commissioner Unenge, Tor Sankera HRH Chief Abu Shuluwa, 
Och' Enone II, HRH George Edeh and the Special Adviser to the Benue State 

Governor on Lands and Survey, Barr. Jacob Ogwuche at the event.

Commissioner, Unenge (2nd Left), State Head of Service, Mrs. Veronica Onyeke (3rd Left), 
Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Lands, Survey and Solid Minerals, 

TPL Steven Terlumun Adah (4th left and other officials of the Ministry at the event.

Commissioner Unenge with the Majority Leader BSHA, 
Chief Damian Cheme (3rd right) and other guests at the event.

Commissioner Unenge and his wife Ann, together with the General 
Manager GIS Transport Ltd, Roland Klaus at the event

Commissioner Unenge and his wife Ann, alongside BENGIS 
Project Manager, Mario Bajouk and his wife at the event.

Commissioner Unenge (2nd left) Flanked by the contractor and General Manager 
of GIS Transport Ltd, Roland Klaus and other key staff of the company

Commissioner Unenge with some Local Government Council 
Chairmen in the state at the event

Commissioner Unenge and family at the event

Commissioner Unenge and some clergymen as well as 
other dignitaries at the event

Commissioner Unenge, Roland Klaus, Mario Bajouk and 
some BENGIS Staff at the event

Commissioner Unenge, Chief Press Secretary to the Governor of 
Benue State Nath Ikyur (2nd right), and Frank Utoo Esq (1st right) and 

Head, BENGIS ICT, Kaase Adzaugbah at the event

Commissioner Unenge (5th left) with some key officials of 
the Ministry of Lands, Survey and Solid Minerals

Commissioner Unenge with some PDP 
Party faithful at the event

Commissioner Unenge flanked by some PDP 
Support Groups at the event

Commissioner Unenge and the project Manager, 
Mario Bajouk flanked by some staff of ZOD construction firm, 

an affiliate of GIS Transport Ltd for the BENGIS Project

Boundary Commissioner of Benue State, Surv. Solomon Adaga (M) 
with some staff of BENGIS at the event

Benue Geographic Information Service Centre 
Photos by Boniface Ella
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around them and the events of history, 
even as they awaited the Lord's return. 
When tragic events seem to
overwhelm our lives, and we feel 
plunged into a dark and difficult 
maelstrom of injustice and suffering, 
we are likewise called to keep our 
hearts open to hope and to trust in 
God, who makes himself present, 
accompanies us with tenderness, 
sustains us in our weariness and, 
above all, guides our path. For this 
reason, Saint Paul constantly exhorts 
the community to be vigilant, seeking 
goodness, justice and truth: “So then, 
let us not fall asleep as others do, but 
let us keep awake and be sober” (5:6). 
His words are an invitation to remain 
alert and not to withdraw into fear, 
sorrow or resignation, or to yield to 
distraction or discouragement. 
Instead, we should be like sentinels 
keeping watch and ready to glimpse 
the first light of dawn, even at the 
darkest hour.
2. Covid-19 plunged us into a dark 
night. It destabilized our daily lives, 
upset our plans and routines, and 
disrupted the apparent tranquillity of 
even the most affluent societies. It 
generated disorientation and suffering 
and caused the death of great numbers 
of our brothers and sisters. Amid a 
whirlwind of unexpected challenges 
and facing a situation confusing even 
from a scientific standpoint, the 
world's healthcare workers mobilized 
to relieve immense suffering and to 
seek possible remedies. At the same 
time, political authorities had to take 
m e a s u r e s  t o  o r g a n i z e  a n d
manage efforts to respond to the 
emergency. In addition to its physical 
aspects, Covid-19 led to a general 
malaise in many individuals and 
families; the long periods of isolation 
and the various restrictions on 
freedom contributed to this malaise, 
with significant long-term effects.
Nor can we overlook the fractures in 
our social and economic order that the 
p a n d e m i c  e x p o s e d ,  a n d  t h e  
contradictions and inequalities that it 
brought to the fore. It threatened the 
job security of many individuals and 
aggravated the ever-increasing 
problem of loneliness in our societies,
particularly on the part of the poor and 
those in need. We need but think of the 
millions of informal workers in many 
parts of the world left without a job 
and without any support during the 
time of the lockdown. Only rarely do 
individuals and societies achieve 
progress in conditions that generate 

such feelings of despondency and 
bitterness, which weaken efforts to 
ensure peace while provoking social 
conflict, frustration and various forms 
of violence. Indeed, the pandemic 
seems to have upset even the most 
peaceful parts of our world, and 
exposed any number of forms of 
fragility.
3. Three years later, the time is right to 
question, learn, grow and allow 
ourselves to be transformed as 
individuals and as communities; this 
is a privileged moment to prepare for 
“the day of the Lord”. I have already 
observed on a number of occasions 
that we never emerge the same from 
times of crisis: we emerge either better 
or worse. Today we are being asked: 
What did we learn from the 
pandemic? What new paths should we 
follow to cast off the shackles of our 
old habits, to be better prepared, to 
dare new things? What signs of life 
and hope can we see, to help us move 
forward and try to make our world a 
better place? Certainly, after directly 
experiencing the fragility of our own 
lives and the world around us, we can 
say that the greatest lesson we learned 
from Covid-19 was the realization that 
we all need one another. That our 
greatest and yet most fragile treasure 
is our shared humanity as brothers and 
sisters, children of God. And that none 
o f  u s  c a n  b e  s a v e d  a l o n e .  
Consequently, we urgently need to 
join together in seeking and 
promoting the universal values that 
can guide the growth of this human 
fraternity. We also learned that the 
trust we put in progress, technology 
and the effects of globalization was 
not only excessive, but turned into an 
individualistic and idolatrous 
intoxication, compromising the very 
promise of justice, harmony and peace 
that we so ardently sought. In our fast-
paced world,  the widespread 
problems of inequality, injustice, 
poverty and marginalization continue 
to fuel unrest and conflict, and 
generate violence and even wars. The 
pandemic brought all this to the fore, 
yet it also had its positive effects. 
These include a chastened return to 
humility, a rethinking of certain 
consumeristic excesses, and a 
renewed sense of solidarity that has 
made us more sensitive to the 
suffering of others and more 
responsive to their needs. We can also 
think of the efforts, which in some 
cases proved truly heroic, made by all 
those people who worked tirelessly to 
help everyone emerge from the crisis 

and its turmoil as best they could. This 
experience has made us all the more 
aware of the need for everyone, 
including peoples and nations, to 
restore the word “together” to a 
central place. For it is together, in 
fraternity and solidarity, that we build 
peace, ensure justice and emerge from 
the greatest disasters. Indeed, the most 
effective responses to the pandemic 
came from social groups, public and 
private institutions, and international 
organizations that put aside their 
particular interests and joined forces 
to meet the challenges. Only the peace 
that comes from a fraternal and 
disinterested love can help us 
overcome personal, societal and 
global crises.
4. Even so, at the very moment when 
we dared to hope that the darkest hours 
of the Covid-19 pandemic were over, a 
terrible new disaster befell humanity. 
We witnessed the onslaught of another 
scourge: another war, to some extent 
like that of Covid-19, but driven by 
culpable human decisions. The war in 
Ukraine is reaping innocent victims 
and spreading insecurity, not only 
among those directly affected, but in a 
widespread and indiscriminate way 
for everyone, also for those who, even 
thousands of kilometres away, suffer 
its collateral effects – we need but 
think of grain shortages and fuel 
prices. Clearly, this is not the post-
Covid era we had hoped for or 
expected. This war, together with all 
the other conflicts around the globe, 
represents a setback for the whole of 
humanity and not merely for the 
parties directly involved. While a 
vaccine has been found for Covid-19, 
suitable solutions have not yet been 
found for the war. Certainly, the virus 
of war is more difficult to overcome 
than the viruses that compromise our 
bodies, because it comes, not from 
outside of us, but from within the 
human heart corrupted by sin (cf. 
Gospel of Mark 7:17-23).
5. What then is being asked of us? First 
of all, to let our hearts be changed by 
our experience of the crisis, to let God, 
at this time in history, transform our 
customary criteria for viewing the 
world around us. We can no longer 
think exclusively of carving out space 
for our personal or national interests; 
instead, we must think in terms of the 
common good, recognizing that we 
belong to a greater community, and 
opening our minds and hearts to 
universal human fraternity. We cannot 
continue to focus simply on 

preserving ourselves; rather, the time 
has come for all of us to endeavour to 
heal our society and our planet, to lay 
the foundations for a more just and 
peaceful world, and to commit 
ourselves seriously to pursuing a good 
t h a t  i s  t r u l y  c o m m o n .
In order to do this, and to live better 
lives after the Covid-19 emergency, 
we cannot ignore one fundamental 
fact, namely that the many moral, 
social, political and economic crises 
we are  experiencing are  a l l  
interconnected, and what we see as 
isolated problems are actually causes 
and  effec ts  of  one  another.  
Consequently, we are called to 
confront the challenges of our world 
in a spirit of responsibility and 
compassion. We must revisit the issue 
of ensuring public health for all. We 
must promote actions that enhance 
peace and put an end to the conflicts 
and wars that continue to spawn 
poverty and death. We urgently need 
to join in caring for our common home 
and in implementing clear and 
effective measures to combat climate 
change. We need to battle the virus of 
inequality and to ensure food and 
dignified labour for all, supporting 
those who lack even a minimum wage 
and find themselves in great difficulty. 
The scandal of entire peoples starving 
remains an open wound. We also need 
to develop suitable policies for 
welcoming and integrating migrants 
and those whom our societies discard. 
Only by responding generously to 
these situations, with an altruism 
inspired by God's infinite and 
merciful love, will we be able to
build a new world and contribute to 
the extension of his kingdom, which is 
a kingdom of love, justice and peace. 
In sharing these reflections, it is my 
hope that in the coming New Year we 
can journey together, valuing the 
lessons that history has to teach us. I 
offer my best wishes to Heads of State 
and Government, to Heads of 
International Organizations, and to 
the leaders of the different religions. 
To all men and women of good will I 
express my prayerful trust that, as 
artisans of peace, they may work, day 
by day, to make this a good year! May 
Mary Immaculate, Mother of Jesus 
and Queen of Peace, intercede for us 
and for the whole world. 
(From the Vatican, 8 December 2022). 

I formerly known as Miss Caroline Mngusuun 
Tonguve, now wish to be called and addressed as 
Mrs. Caroline Mngusuun Wergba. All other 
documents remain valid.
Regina Mundi (OLA) Private School Asaba and the 
General Public should take note.
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as Mrs. Terhemba Erdoo Patience. All other 
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As 2023 inexorably bears down 
on Nigeria, Nigerians who have 
long been preparing their 

political wares are beginning to entertain 

doubts. How will the election market 
fare? Who will determine the prices? 
Does the Independent Electoral 
Commission (INEC) command the trust 
and confidence of Nigerians to conduct a 
credible, free and fair election?
Both the Old Brigade and the New 
Generation have turned out their 
gladiators, from the north as well as the 
south. At the presidential level, their 
point on the geographical compass pales 
before their religious leaning.

From the Muslim quarter, we have two 
aspirants Ahmed Tinubu & Atiku 

Abubakar (one from the South and the 
other from the North) raring to take over 
the helm from their Muslim brother who 
has run the course of two tenures. 
At the other end of the pole, there is the 
Christian man from the east Peter Obi 

who is young enough to quite easily be a 
last-born to his co-contenders, but whose 
candidature has thrown a large spanner 
into the works of the power brokers.
Bishop Matthew Hassan Kukah of 
Sokoto Diocese says: “We keep asking 
questions in seminars, conferences and 
committees as to why we are unable to 
progress, but nothing ever happens. Why 
has prayers eluded us? Who would have 
imagined, after listening to the campaign 
speeches ahead of the 2015 elections the 

new president's inaugural speech that we 
will be so worse off than we were? Yet, it 

could get even worse if we do not pause 
and pause very seriously” According to 
Bishop Kukah the problem must be 
solved by all Nigerians:
“We need a change of strategy so that we 
can turn a new page. We need a new 
strategy to confront those who sit on 
throne of power in arrogance and are 
determined to reduce our country to a 
jungle. We need a new strategy that 
separates men and women of honour 
from those who have chosen dishonour. 
We need a new strategy that provides a 
clearer moral guide for ordinary citizens 
who, based on the moral strength of 
culture and religion, are seeking to build 
a good society even if with straws.”
The Romans say “Insanus Omnis furere 
credit ceteros” Every insane person 
thinks that everyone else is insane. Peter 
Obi may be the popular candidate but 
there are other unconventional factors 
that affect election result on the day of 
voting. Atiku Abubakar may be from the 

North and a Fulani Muslim and the 
president, Mohammadu Buhari a Fulani 
brother but on election day, the 
unexpected happens. Bola Tinubu may 
own Lagos and have all the money but 
elections days are different from party 
conventions. Rabiu Kwankwaso may 
appear a midget in comparison to the 
others but we saw the lessons of how 
Aminu Tambuwal of Sokoto short-
changed Nelson Wike in favour of Atiku. 
There is so much anger and fear of the 
Fulani hegemony, so even those 
“Aticulating” now may become 
“inAticulate” during election. The 

Yoruba have a notorious sense of civility 
and with the huge material and political 
capita, Bola Tinubu may be able to 
engineer his own people to get the votes 
he needs or just as in the days after 
Obasanjo, the Yoruba people may just 
choose the part of justice and fairness and 
throw their weight behind Peter Obi. This 
is what Kukah advocates “We need new 
mechanisms for saying no to the violence 
of governance” 
At the Benue State level,  though the 
religious element has lost significance,  
we have five runners poised on their 
starting blocks, all of them from the 
geopolitical zone whose turn it is to 
produce the next governor. But on the 
outside, we have the People's Democratic 
Party's Uba Titus, The All Progressives 
Congress' Hyacinth Alia and the Labour 
Party's Herman Hembe.
What will transpire in the arena, 
however, will hinge on a number of 
theses, but ultimately, all things being 
equal, it will depend on the choices the 
people (the electorate) will make, as 
much as on the integrity of the electoral 
body.
The outcome of the 2023 general 

elections in Nigeria will be an index of 
the democratic maturity and unity of the 
country. It will be an indicator 
signalizing the readiness of our Dear 
Own Native Land to continue as one 
great nation in diversity, or to throw off 
the pretense and allow every ethnic 
nationality to be free to chart the course 
of it's own destiny. Today the government 
plans to re-introduce the water bill that 
will be used to smuggle in the 
controversial RUGA or Fulani colony. 
But our birthright will be defended by our 
votes and anyone who allows Miyetti 
Allah to install the next government 
would have sold his soul to the devil.

2023 on the outside
By Agir, Lyamngee.

C. Y. O. N. Demonstrates Dignity of Service 
embers of the Catholic MYouth Organisation of 
Nigeria  Our Lady of  

Perpetual Help Cathedral, Makurdi 
came out in their numbers to reinforce 
the saying that there is dignity in labour 
as they thoroughly washed and cleaned 
the cars of parishioners.
The youths showed up with their 
working tools as early as 5:30am and 
began to wash and dry the cars parked 
by parishioners and guests who 
attended Mass at the Cathedral. The 
youth who exhibited the spirit of hard 

work and teamwork were so happy and 
joyful as they carried out the chore.
Speaking on the occasion, the C.Y.O. 
President, Miss Philomena Gbor 
explained that the essence of the 
activity was to raise funds, create 
awareness for an upcoming event of 
the organisation and to also sensitise 
young people to identify with the 
Catholic youth organisation in the 
parish for their spiritual growth and 
nourishment.
She opined that Nigeria as a country 
was experiencing a lot of economic, 
and security crises, not to mention 

unemployment  and  incessan t  
industrial action by the Academic Staff 
Union of Universities (ASUU) which 
have made life very difficult and 
unbearable for young people and some 
have resorted to drugs and substance 
abuse, cultism, cybercrime popularly 
called “yahoo, yahoo”, immorality and 
the shortcut for quick money amongst 
other vices.

Miss Philomena therefore appealed to 

young people to join the organisation 

for their prayers, meetings and other 

activities in order that they would offer 

prayers and supplications to God for 

our country Nigeria and to serve the 

Lord dedicatedly with their time and 

talent without drifting away from the 

true and Catholic faith.

Some of the youths who came out for 

the exercise praised the organisers for 

the initiative as well as encouraged 

more youths to identify with the 

organisation, stating that life outside 

God was meaningless. 

The car-washing activity took place on 

November 27, 2022 within the Church 

premises of Our Lady of Perpetual 

Help Cathedral, Makurdi.

Juliana Akor Ikpam
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that the humanitarian situation in Benue 
is worsening with the surge of displaced 
persons from their homes by armed 
herders' attacks.
Accompanied to the camp by the 

coordinator of Foundation for Justice 
Development and Peace, (FJDP), 
Father Remigius Ihyula and his team, 
the Bishop said their visit was to deliver 
food and non food items to the IDPs to 
give them a sense of belonging that they 
are not neglected.
According to him, the act was a mission 
Jesus entrusted to the church, “I was 
hungry you gave me to eat, I was thirsty 
you gave me to drink, I was sick you 
came to see me, I was a stranger you 
welcomed me, I was naked you clothed 
me, I was in prison you visited me.”
“We have been doing this since 2001, 
when the church established the first 
IDP camp in Ukpiam. I am here to stand 

in for the Bishop who has asked me to 
talk to you the IDPs and encourage you 
for the Christmas celebration,” he said.
“Jesus was born in a Manger; even 
though He was God, He did not equate 

himself with God, but accepted to be 
very humble, so the state of the IDP 
does not stop them from achieving 
greatness. They should be strong in 
faith, while hoping that government 
take responsibilities and assist so they 
can return home and live normal lives,” 
the bishop emphasised.

The Coordinator of FJDP, Father 

Remigius Ihyula, said “the act was 

instituted by Pope Francis, it is the 6th 

edition, the Pope asked the Catholic 

church to observe this at the 33rd 

Sunday of the year to celebrate the poor 

but in this case, we wanted our people to 

have a feel of the Christmas so we are 

not just celebrating the day for the poor 

but also the hope that Christmas 

brings.”

He explained further “that the birth of 

Jesus Christ is a liberation for humanity, 

not just spirituality but human 

conditions; poverty, slavery which they 

have been reduced to just because of the 

fertile land God has given to them.”

In a concluding remark, the Programme 

Coordinator, Olivia Shagbum, said they 

here celebrating World Day for the Poor 

as enunciated by Pope Francis in 2016, 

with the first theme “Let us love not 

with Words but with Deeds”, since then 

we have been celebrating it, by sharing 

food and non food items, showing them 

we truly care and love.”

She recalled that FJDP visited Ortese 

camp last year, explaining that this year 

they chose Daudau camp1 to visit and 

celebrate with the IDPs many of whom 

have been displaced from Nasarawa, 

Taraba and Benue states.

The items donated include one cow, 70 

bags of 25kg rice, 350 bottles of palm 

oil, a bale of children clothes, 

containing 1,500 pieces, 260 pairs of 

slippers, cloths for adult, over 1000 

pairs of shoes, bags of garri, dignity and 

WASH items, and cartons of bathing 

soap among others.

Responding on behalf of the IDPs, a 

representative of State Emergency 

Management Agency, (SEMA), Ajir 

Oliver, expressed gratitude to them for 

coming to the aid of the most vulnerable 

persons in camp and team FJDP for 

providing relief items to celebrate with 

the persons of concern this Christmas.

He also acknowledged their help to 

built new shelters for IDPs whose 

shelter were destroyed.

Some of the beneficiaries thanked the 

church and FJDP for supporting them in 

their pains and times of need.

Catholic Bishop tasks FG on state of IDPs 
in Benue, decries high level of poverty 

world, fast runners do not always win the 

race, and the brave do not always win the 

battle, wise men do not always get rich, 

and capable men do not always rise to 

high positions. Bad luck happens to 

everyone. You never know when your 

time is coming. Like birds suddenly 

caught in a trap, like fish caught in a net, 

we are trapped at some evil moments 

when we least expect it.”  Therefore, 

citizens will work to avoid or minimise 

the damage that bad luck brings and 

avoid allowing fools to rise to high 

positions. Because; “It is better to listen 

to the brief words of a wise man than the 

shouts of a ruler at a council of fools; 

wisdom does more good than weapons , 

but one sinner can un-do a lot of good.” 

(Ecclesiastes 9:17). The Bible is clear, 

fast runners do not always win the race, 

and the brave do not always win the 

battle; we must therefore be more 

calculative to avoid the disaster that such 

people can bring. Sadly, we have 

surrendered our future to fatalistic 

imaginations forgetting that, “a wise 

ruler will educate his people and his 

government will be orderly. All the 

officials and all the citizens will be like 

their ruler. But an uneducated king will 

ruin his people, but a government will 

grow strong if its rulers are wise” (Sirach 

10:1-3). somehow, when I looked deeper 

again with confusion, why these anti-

theses and not quite clear explanations, I 

saw this consoling and assuring verse: 

“The Lord sees to the government of the 

world and brings the right persons to 

power at the right time. The success of 

that person is in the Lord's hands. The 

Lord is the source of the honour given to 

any official.” (Sirach 10:4)

From 2015 to 2022, we lived with hopes 

that our dreams for good governance, the 

rule of law, accountability, and safety of 

life and property will be fulfilled; 

unfortunately, we have turned into idiots 

who never worked for anything that we 

are dreaming of in a greater tomorrow. 

We allowed pride and proud ignoramuses 

to rule us; indeed, we paid peanuts but 

forgot we would only have monkeys; we 

planted disaster,  incivi l i ty and 

mediocrity but we are expecting to 

harvest goodness, civility and wisdom. 

Sorry! “Pride has its beginning when a 

person abandons the Lord, his maker. 

Pride is like a fountain pouring out sin, 

and whoever persists in it will be filled 

with wickedness. That is why the Lord 

brought terrible punishments on some 

people and completely destroyed them. 

The Lord has overthrown kings and put 

humbler people in their place (Sirach 

10:12). We now know why we are 

experiencing terrible punishments. And 

will 2023 be different?

There is no great nation or people that 

cannot make reference to its big walk to 

freedom. The history of the Jewish 

people, who spent over four hundred 

years in slavery in Egypt and the many 

decades of wandering in the desert, and 

the British stories of Europe and America 

are the same. Nigeria is one country that 

would have been an exception if our 

leaders were not just made of empty 

words and superficiality. 

Our dashed hopes and dreams are part of 

our emptiness and superficiality. Once 

we put our act together and acknowledge 

that we must be honest in our dealings 

and embrace sincerity and the rule of law, 

the various institutions will guide our 

conduct; no empty leader will ascend the 

throne; all idiots and tribal men will 

become converted citizens and our 

country will be a home for all. 

At the Threshold of the End of an era ...
 continued from back page
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have achieved the international best practice in 

land administration in the state. I am optimistic 

that this project will attract the World Bank's 

grant of USD$2.5million through the SFTAS 

programme to be applied for developmental 

projects in the state."

He said he was impressed that the decision of 

his administration to invest in this project was 

already yielding positive results with renewed 

interest of the people in land matters as well as 

accelerated processing of Certificates of 

Occupancy, stating that the process could now 

be accomplished within a few weeks.

Governor Ortom stated that BENGIS will 

operate throughout the entire state with a 

Service Centre in Makurdi, the State capital 

with additional service points in Gboko, 

Otukpo and Adikpo

He commended the Contractor, GIS Transport 

Ltd for doing a good job, adding that "One 

aspect of the project that impresses him more is 

the fact that staff of the Ministry have been 

adequately trained on the use of the modern 

GIS/ICT driven land administration." 

While urging the Ministry of Lands, Survey and 

Solid Minerals to maintain the project, 

Governor Ortom said the Government will not 

hesitate to take punitive steps against any staff 

found to compromise any of the equipment 

bearing in mind that the State Government had 

invested huge resources in order to complete the 

project for the benefit of Benue people. 

Governor Wike, before commissioning the 

project, noted that land administration has been 

a crucial issue in the country, but with what 

Governor Ortom has done, he will be able to 

limit or reduce the burden of problems of land 

administration and enhance the internally 

generated revenue, urging staff to protect the 

property for the people of the state to derive 

maximum benefit for the huge investment by 

the State Government.

The Benue State Government has given 
six months ultimatum to residential and 
commercial property owners in Benue 

State  to properly certify them or face sanctions.

Governor Ortom handed down this directive in 

his address, Monday, December 12, 2022 at the 

commissioning of the multi-billion naira Benue 

Geographic Information Service, BENGIS land 

digitization project in Makurdi, the state 

capital.

The project was commissioned by the Rivers 

State Governor, Nyesom Wike.

In his words, "I call on the good people of Benue 

State to embrace and key into this project, 

which does not belong to the State Government 

alone but is a project designed to positively 

impact on public interest. "I hereby declare that 

all properties both residential and commercial 

in Makurdi, Gboko and Otukpo should be 

certificated within six months or face certain 

penalties."

According to Governor Ortom, "The 

inauguration of this edifice, a component of the 

Benue Geographic Information Service, 

BENGIS digitization project marks a milestone 

in the history of my administration, and could 

not have come at a better time given the 

increasing role of land assets in the socio-

economic development of our people. "With the 

regular reports I am receiving since the 

introduction of Geographic Information 

System in land management, the numerous 

challenges that were associated with land 

administration in the state have been reduced to 

the barest minimum."

He pointed out that since the commencement of 

the BENGIS Project, the land digitization 

initiative has greatly improved urban planning, 

infrastructure development, environmental 

management and encouraged private 

investment.

The Governor emphasised that, "With the 

commissioning of this historic project today, we 

According to Governor Wike, "I have been to 

Benue four times for commissioning of projects 

and today is a very important project. Land 

administration has been a big problem. It has 

not been easy and for your administration to 

carry out this project shows your commitment, 

your love and your interest for the development 

of Benue State.”

"You can see a government that is willing to 

work, a government that has not more than five 

months to leave is still committed to completing 

the projects that are very impactful, the projects 

that will move the state forward. My dear 

brother, I am very much happy with you," 

Governor Wike stated."

Governor Wike continued, "I identify with you, 

and will continue to do till you leave office and 

represent your people in the Senate. I know 

when you go to the Senate your voice will be 

heard, your voice will not be cowed, nobody 

will tell you Ortom don't talk, you will talk on 

behalf of Benue people; that I know very well,” 

he emphasized.

Moreover, "I am not afraid, I am not even 

contemplating if anybody is contesting with 

you, the person should have a second thought, 

because Ortom means well for the people of 

Benue State and there is no need in going to 

challenge him on going to the senate. "I am 

happy and I want to say that all other projects 

you are doing, try as much as you can to your 

ability to complete them. I know how it is for 

scarce resources and the few resources you have 

to develop Benue State. You are not a friend of 

the Federal Government and so it has not been 

easy for you to access funds, I know that as a 

friend of yours," Wike added.

Earlier in his welcome speech, the 

Commissioner for Lands, Survey and Solid 

Minerals, Bernard Unenge explained that the 

BENGIS project was aimed at efficient land 

administration, pointing out that the Makurdi 

Service Centre of BENGIS is a major 

component of the state government's 6.5 billion 

naira Land digitization project.

He said "ICT would be deployed through digital 

platforms and software for seamless 

management such as processing of Certificate 

of occupancy, systematic and efficient land 

recertification, regularization and registration 

of titles, warehousing of land documents in soft 

and hard copies, automated and transparent 

system of revenue generation which eliminate 

leakages among other functions."

"In the course of this project,” the 

commissioner averred, an additional 

component on field registration/ data 

enumeration of residential and commercial 

structures was introduced to attract a World 

Bank infrastructural development grant, 

through "States Fiscal Transparency, 

Accountability and Sustainability Programme 

(SFTAS).”

According to the Commissioner, the sum of 

N545m was expended on the programme out of 

the total BENGIS project which lasted for 24 

months.

He explained that the project also created an 

employment opportunity for over 100 youths in 

the state as well as equipped them with modern 

skills in data analytics during this period. 

Unenge disclosed that the exercise was fully 

achieved and the state has now qualified for the 

2.5 million dollars grant according to latest 

World Bank report.

The Project Consultant, General Manager, GIS 

Transport Ltd, Roland Klaus pointed out that 

the BENGIS Service Centre is the symbol for a 

modern, efficient, transparent, service culture 

in the state.

He added that "With the BENGIS Service 

Centre, we establish a one-stop shop for all land 

matters with fast, reliable, transparent services 

for citizens, professionals, organizations and 

Government."

(Nathaniel Ikyur

Chief Press Secretary

December 12, 2022)

he Catholic Bishop of Katsina-

TAla Diocese, his Excellency, 

Isaac Bundepuun Dugu, has 

appealed to the Priests and Religious to 

do all they could for the glory of God. 

Bishop DUGU made the appeal during a 

Mass to conclude the business session of 

the year 2022 with the Priest and 

Religious in the Diocese.

Bishop Dugu appreciated all the Pastoral 

Agents for the sacrifices they have made 

for the growth of the diocese and prayed 

for the intention of the Pastoral Agents as 

well those who are working in the  

various parishes and institutions in the 

Diocese.

After the Eucharistic celebration, the 

Bishop with his priests and religious to 

Katsina-Ala

Bishop Isaac Dugu

evaluate the activities of the diocese as he 

said “An unexamined life is not worth 

living.” Presentations were made 

irrespective to this  by various 

departments in view of preferring 

solutions on how the Diocese could move 

forward on aspects of spiritual, social, 

educational and human development. 

They also made suggestions on how 

peace in the Sankera geo-political axis 

could be maintained. 

Bishop Dugu also used the opportunity to 

congratulate one of his priest Father Kuha 

Indyer Cssp, a member of the Nigeria 

North-East Province of the Congregation 

of the Holy Spirit,  known as Holy Ghost 

Fathers or simply as Spiritans over his 

appointment by the Catholic Bishops' 

Confe rence  o f  N ige r i a  a s  t he  

Communications Coordinator for the 

religious in Nigeria.

The event took place at St. Gerald Majella 

Cathedral, Katsina-Ala on December 12, 

2022.

Let all that we do be for the 
Glory of God- Bishop Dugu
By Isho Maza Richard

BNSG Gives Property Owners 6 Months to Certify them or Face Sanctions
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dministrator of the Our Lady of APerpetual Help Cathedral of the 
C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  o f  

Makurdi,Father has identified the 
formation of conscience of the youths as 
one surest way to revolutionise their 
mindset towards a positive outlook in life. 
Father Emmanuel Abela stated this in his 
opening remark at the one-day youth 
encounter programme organized for the 
Catholic Youths Organisation of Nigeria 
in the cathedral parish. The Cathedral 
Administrator revealed that it was 
necessary to equip the young ones with 
adequate knowledge as they prepare to go 
into higher institutions of learning so that 
they do not drift away from their good 
morals as taught by their Catholic faith.
Father Abela further lamented the high 

level of moral decadence in the society, 
especially in higher institutions of 
learning which he said was due to lack of 
proper information and knowledge on life 
on the campuses. He challenged Catholic 
youths to hold on to their good morals 
wherever they find themselves and never 
to drift away by conforming to the world.
Speaking on the  occasion,  Dr.  
DooshimaAmai, a Family Physician with 
the Federal Medical Centre, Makurdi, 
challenged the youths to define 
themselves first and be proud of who they 
are and to stay focused on achieving their 
dreams in life. Dr. Amai exposed that 
most  young people  become so  
overwhelmed when they get to the higher 
institution that they begin to live double 
standard lives. She further advised them 
to deliberately learn how to manage their 

time now even before they leave home.
Similarly,  Sr Justina Jov, SON 
encouraged the youths to embrace hard 
work, to learn entrepreneurial skills that 
will earn them money while in school and 
to make friends with people who share the 
same values with them. She urged the 
youths to always choose to do the right 
thing because academic freedom does not 
mean breaking the school's rules.
Speaking with some of the participants, 
Mr. Onyilo Benedict and Miss Nguemo 
Agatha both expressed joy and gratitude 
to the organisers for putting in so much 
thoughts and ideas into the event because 
they feel better prepared and ready to 
overcome any challenge that they may 
likely face in school, and also expressed 
hoped that the event would become an 
annual event.

The youth encounter took place on 
November 13, 2022 at the main hall of 
Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral 
Makurdi with over one hundred and fifty 
youths in attendance.

ll major stakeholders have Abeen challenged to join hands 
with the Nation Drug Law & 

Enforcement Agency to curb drug 
abuse and sensitise young people on the 
harmful effects of drugs and substance 
abuse in the Benue State.
Mrs .  Franca  Nwafor,  Deputy  
Superintendent of the agency gave the 
charge at the one-day youth encounter 
programme, a brain-child of the 
Cathedral Administrator, Father 
Emmanuel Abela. She appealed to 
parents, teachers, religious and other 
organisations to speak out against drugs 
and substance abuse which have 
become prevalent amongst youths and 
teenagers.
Mrs Nwafor stated that drugs and 
substance abuse were destroying the 
young generation, turning them into a 

nuisance in their families, communities 
and the nation, stressing that no 
individual would claim ignorance on 
the matter since everyone is affected 

either directly or indirectly.
The Deputy Superintendent asserted 
that “the youths are the future of both 
the church as well as our nation, so if 

they are turned into nuisance due to 
drugs and substance abuse then our 
future becomes bleak and gloomy.” She 
therefore charged parents and 
guardians to be on the lookout for any 
unusual  behaviour  from their  
children/wards that suggests drug use, 
stating that some of the commonly 
abused drugs amongst young people 
included, but was not limited to 
cannabis (weed), rubber solution, 
sniffing of dead cockroaches, feaces, 
soak away pit pipes. Others are codeine 
mixed in seasoning cubes (e.g., Maggi, 
Royco), alcohol, cigarettes amongst 
others.
She concluded by making a passionate 
appeal to the youths to avoid bad 
company that indulge in drug use.
 “Focus on your dreams and impact 
your generation positively. Nobody 
becomes a Professor, or Senator, 
President or Governor through drugs 
and substance abuse. Surrender your 
lives to God and live a drug-free life, 
"she said.
The youth encounter took place on 
November 13, 2022 at the main hall of 
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Cathedral 
Makurdi,with over one hundred and 
fifty youths in attendance.

ALLAH'S CHOICE OF MARY
hen the angel appeared in Wform of a human to Maryam 
and gave her the news that 

she will be pregnant, he brought with 
him heavenly dates and he asked 
Maryam to consumed these dates, upon 
consuming these dates she conceived 
Jesus. Therefore the origin of Jesus is a 
heavenly origin. 

She said, ''how can I have a boy while 
no man has touched me and I have not 
being unchaste'' (19:20)

Another theory is that the angel blew 
into her sleeves from the spirit of God. 
This theory tells us that he blew into her 
sleeves and as a result of that she 
conceived. So it was a miraculous 
pregnancy. 

M a r y ' s  s t a t u r e  i n  I s l a m  i s  
unquestionable, although several 
women have been referenced in the 
Holy Quran; Mary is the only female to 
be mentioned by name in the Holy 
Quran. Not just that, an entire chapter 
was revealed in her name. Whenever 
she is mentioned in the Quran, she is 
spoken of in the highest regard and 
nobility.  Allah defends Maryam who 
holds God's name high. So one reason 
why Almighty God dedicates an entire 
chapter to Lady Maryam is to send a 
powerful message. She is the only 
Lady in the Holy Quran referred to as 
Sadika; which means the one who 
extremely accepts the truthfulness of 
the Lord and she herself is truthful.  
According to the narration of the holy 
prophet Mohammed, there are 4 

honourable women in heavens and the 
earth. They are;
Asiya: the wife of Pharaoh
Herdija: the wife of the prophet 
Fatimah: the daughter of the prophet
And lastly: Lady Maryam, the mother 
of Jesus.
These four women are superior above 
all other women. Their deeds and 
actions have brought them to a level of 
perfection. Maryam was honoured 
with the birth of the messenger (the 
messiah) when she earned this status 
from God. It must be noted that she was 
very young, she was a teenager, she 
was not one who was worshipping God 
for 50, 60, 70 years and then God 
endows her with the status. She was 
quite young. And this demonstrates to 
us really that even people who are 
young, if they exercise piety, the 

Almighty God will elevate their status.
Having devoted her life in servitude 
and worship of Allah, He in turn 
ensured all of Maryam's needs were 
taken care of. He alone would look 
after her. So Maryam was so devout 
that her devotion became an inspiration 
to prophets; that indeed is something to 
hold onto our faith.

The Blessed Virgin Mary in Islam
By Fr. Jacob Atsehekaa, VC
PART THREE

 Fr Jacob Atsehekaa, VC

Formation of Conscience a Continous 
Process - Father Abela 
...Laments High Level of Moral Decadence in Society
By Juliana Akor Ikpam

By Juliana Akor Ikpam

Youths  Challenged 
to Shun Drugs 
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Father Moses IORAPUU

he Holy Book is rich and full of Tevents of our daily experiences, 
yet we leave the understanding of 

its message to a few men of God who 
take delight in its misapplication. As the 
year 2022 draws to an end and we are at 
the threshold of a new year my thoughts 
raced to this reflection: “At the 
threshold of the end of an era of 
unfulfilled dreams and dashed hopes.” 
This stems from the meditations I had 
on my bed, musing through the night of 
what is wrong with us as a state and as a 
country. I also reflected on Bishop 
Matthew Kukah's  “Nigeria on a 
Reverse Progress” and asked if things 
will ever get better or continue on the 
worsening roller-coaster? For two 
decades, the internally displaced 
persons' camps have continued to swell 
with new arrivals; the number of 
unemployed youths continues to 
increase; the fuel crisis gets worse each 
year; electricity supply only improves 
on the lips of the rulers; the educational 
sector is more battered; roads and the 

health sector remain in the intensive 
care unit – ICU- and the poverty index 

according to the United Nations says 
that Nigeria is the poverty capital of the 

world.  And I am twisting on my bed 
asking, “where are the citizens? The 

answer comes; “you have only tribal 
men and idiots.” Citizens are not born, 
they are made; the country has given 

FIRST FERTILITY MEDICARE, MAKURDI

birth to idiots and tribal men, until they 
realise that civilization is the attribute of 
citizens, they will forever remain in the 
dungeon of barbarians.
So, I decided to look up the Holy 
Scripture and 9/11 came to my head 
9/11 is synonymous with the bombing 
of the iconic Twin-Towers in New York 
by angry Islamist fundamentalists on 
September 11, 2001 The Twin Towers 
were a symbol of American civilization 
and supremacy, so bringing them down, 
for the terrorists, was a symbolic 
destruction of the West and America. 
America and the West remember 9/11 as 
a game-changer in the relationship 
between the West and Islamic world.  
This is what is happening to us in the 
South, those of us in Africa, on the 
periphery of world affairs. So, I looked 
up Ecclesiastes 9:11 “I realized another 
thing, that in the 

atholic Bishop of Makurdi Diocese, Most CRevd Wilfred Anagbe, has lamented the 
deteriorating conditions of displaced persons 

in Benue State with a charge on the federal 

government to intensify efforts to ameliorate 
their suffering.
Anagbe, made the call when he visited the IDP 
camp1 at Daudu, in Guma local government area 
of the state to commemorate 2022 World Day for 

the Poor and also celebrate Christmas with the 
IDPs.
The Bishop who was represented by the Vicar 
General Pastoral, Father Moses Iorapuu, noted...

AT THE THRESHOLD OF THE END OF AN ERA OF DASHED HOPES

Catholic Bishop tasks FG on state of IDPs
By Gabriel Onyia

Father Moses since 2001 telling IDPs: “Your destiny not in your place of birth”

 2023 on the outside
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Best wishes and a 
fabulous New Year 
to all our clients. 
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as your favourite. 
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Uba Alia Hembe Waya Makurdi Diocese sends relief materials to IDPs for Christmas & New Year 
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